
This third novel from acclaimed Queensland author Sally 
Piper focuses on the repercussions, within one family, of a 
terrible crime.

Even though sixteen years have passed, Billie will never 
recover from the murder of her daughter, Jess, and clings to 
her memory — and the site of her death — like a life raft. Daniel, 
who was a toddler when his mother was killed, can recall little 
of what happened but knows if he’s to have any chance of a 
better future he needs to move on from that defining event – 
if only his grandmother would let him. Meanwhile Daniel’s 
stepmother, Carla, also feels trapped by Jess’s legacy but has 
a plan that she believes will help everyone to escape from the 
long shadow of the past.

Deeply human, evocative and beautifully written, Bone 
Memories explores themes of human connection and the 
memorialisation of place.

BOOK DETAILS
C-format paperback | 978 0 7022 6557 0 
$32.99

QUESTIONS OVER PAGE

BOOK CLUB 
NOTES

Bone Memories
Sally Piper

1

‘Bone Memories got right under my 
skin  …  Tense and compelling, Piper 

has written a page-turner.’

Kate Mildenhall

‘A tender, wise and forensic look at 
what the earth holds — the roots of 

the living, the secrets of the dead, the 
memories of all who came before.’

Kristina Olsson

‘Sally Piper’s writing goes straight to 
the heart of things; how we grieve, 

love, survive, and remember.’

Holly Ringland
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Sally Piper’s debut novel, Grace’s Table 
(2014), was shortlisted for the Queensland 
Premier’s Literary Award – Emerging 
Queensland Author category and she was 
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(Research) in Creative Writing from Queensland University 
of Technology. 

F U R T H E R 
R E A D I N G



1. Bone Memories explores the idea of trauma sites and looks at how people memorialise places of trauma. 
How does it make you feel when you see a memorial (cross, plaque, ghost bike) on the side of the road or in 
a public place? 

2. Could you continue to live on or near ground where a personal trauma had occurred? Would it bring you 
comfort or cause you further harm?

3.  Do you know people who make connections between who they are and where they live? If so, how does 
that resonate with you? Do you feel that you are influenced by your place of residence?

4.  Bone Memories is one family’s account of the conflict that arises when the emotional and aspirational 
investments in a piece of ground are contested. Do you think Billie is reasonable in imbuing the land with so 
much meaning? Is it driven by belief, grief or madness?

5. Billie accuses Carla of being ‘faithless’ and claims the only thing she worships: ‘is the desire for a big, 
fancy house.’ But Carla denies this, saying: ‘I just have a different faith from yours, Billie.’ (p.220). Are 
Billie’s beliefs like a religion? Is Carla faithless?

6. Faced with the same situation as Carla, what would you do: sell or stay and renovate? Are there other 
options or compromises to consider?

7. Have you had similar experiences of powerlessness in trying to make other people understand how you 
feel about something important in the way that Billie has with her family? If so, how did you resolve it, if at 
all?

8. If more people thought about the land as Billie does, do you think humans would better respect and 
preserve it?

9. Does Billie do Daniel a service or a disservice in keeping Jess’s memory so vividly alive for him?

10. Do you think Billie would move on from her loss and grief if Jess’s killer was apprehended and 
convicted? How do you think this might affect Daniel, too?

11. Does Daniel pander to Billie too much or not enough? What else could he do to make a difference? 
Should he even have to try? Could Angus do more?

12. Daniel has ambitions to travel. What are his motivations for that, do you think?

13. In relation to Jess’s killer, Billie says: ‘[she] always assumed this man would carry some imprint of 
what he’d done and which she’d immediately recognise; Daniel would recognise.’ (p. 116) Is it possible to 
recognise the capacity for evil in others? Do we stereotype what we think a criminal looks like?

14. Jane Gilmore’s book Fixed It: Violence and the Representation of Women in the Media (Viking/Penguin 
Books 2019) explores the prejudicial reporting of female victims of crimes. Gilmore maintains that the 
language and subtle meanings and inferences the media uses to report violence against women can erase 
crimes or blame victims and does little to change the culture or the behaviour of perpetrators. Do you 
think the media is sufficiently accountable for its headlines and reporting? If not, what could be done to 
fix the problem?
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